
                                                                                                                  
 

Press Release 

 

NIIT University and PwC India enter into a strategic partnership to develop 

talent for the Cyber Security industry 

Launch first-of-its-kind work-integrated specialised Master’s Programme in Cyber Security with 

globally recognised framework 

NEW DELHI, DECEMBER 28, 2015: PwC India and NIIT University (NU) have entered into a 

strategic partnership towards creating a trained talent pool of Cyber Security professionals in 

India. To this end, academic experts from NU and senior professionals from PwC India have co-
created a two-year work-integrated specialised Master’s Programme in Cyber Security.  

The Master’s Programme in Cyber Security is amongst the first programmes that blend 

academic and professional education, with the industry player PwC India being an equal partner 

in developing and delivering the programme. The key driver in this programme is industry-led 

research in the Cyber Security space.  

Cyber Security market currently at $1 billion, is expected to grow to $35 billion by 2025. The 

demand for skilled professionals in the space is very high. This demand is coming from domestic 

companies spending in the country; multinational companies investing in India; increasing 

government activity in the cyber and cyber security space; and information technology firms 

bringing in work from clients. 

The apex body for the IT industry NASSCOM launched Cyber Security Task Force earlier this 

year to build India as a global hub for providing Cyber Security solutions, prepare the Cyber 

Security R&D plan and develop a skilled workforce of Cyber Security experts. The task force 

aims to build the Cyber Security industry in India from the 1% market share to 10% by 2025; 

create a trained base of 1 million certified and skilled Cyber Security professionals and 

build 1000+ startups in Cyber Security from India. 

Rajendra S Pawar, Chairman NIIT Group and Founder NU, said, “Technology has changed the 

way businesses are run and has brought along with it unique challenges and threats. In today’s 

digitized environment securing our cyberspace has become a priority for businesses and citizens 

across the world. This calls for a team of trained professionals who are equipped to combat the 

challenges that are posed by hackers every day.  Our partnership with PwC India is a step in that 

direction.”  

Deepak Kapoor, Chairman, PwC India said, “Cyber Security is a major focus area and the 

growth driver for PwC India. We currently have around 300 people in this practice and will need to 

increase it tenfold to about 3,000 people over the next 4-5 years.” 

 

“With this programme with NU, PwC India is collaborating with academia to bring industry-ready 

talent into the market, readily employable with required customised skills set.” Mr. Kapoor added. 

 

 

 



                                                                                                                  
 

First year of the Master’s Programme in Cyber Security will be held at the Neemrana Campus of 

NU, followed by an internship at PwC India under the supervision of NU faculty. The programme 

will emphasise on Security Analytics, Threat Intelligence, Industrial Control System and 

Vulnerability Analysis and also draw on practitioner-experts from PwC India to ensure the right 

blend of academic concepts and industry application. PwC has worked with NU to devise the 

curriculum for the programme. In addition, PwC India and NU will co-create specialised 

laboratories at the University, with advanced hardware and software required for the 

programme. 

 

Dr Rajendra Pandey, President, NU, said “The Master’s Programme in Cyber Security in 

partnership with PwC India is yet another initiative by NU to offer industry-aligned, research 

focused programme that will enable our students to explore exciting career opportunities in 

today’s knowledge economy.”  

 

PwC India will jointly select the candidates along with NU and also provide expert faculty from 

within the firm and other industry practitioners for delivery of the programme. It will help NU 

select the right persons from industry, with relevant work experience, to join the programme. 

PwC and NU will jointly pick some of the bright students from other Universities as well. 

 

PwC will invest in training and development of the candidates who will be employed with PwC 

India after the programme. In the second year of the programme, PwC India will provide six 

months’ on-site training to the candidates at its offices, where they will get the first-hand 

experience of real-life work situation. Also, the firm will jointly select the research topics with 

NU for the industry research for the last six months of the programme. PwC India will pay the 

students a scholarship throughout the two years of the programme towards maintenance costs.  

Deepankar Sanwalka, Leader – Advisory, PwC India said, “India is at the cusp of a big shift 

towards Cyber Security, both in terms of the risks, as well as in terms of the opportunities for the 

country. Cyberspace changes the dynamics due to the ability of perpetrators to operate from any 

part of the world. Navigating the complexity and vastness of cyber risks requires building a trained 

base of 1 million certified and skilled Cyber Security professionals. PwC has been working and will 

continue to work for the betterment of the Cyber Security posture in the country along with 

government departments and corporates through its innovative methods and solutions. This tie-up 

is a step in that direction.” 

The first batch of the Master’s Programme in Cyber Security will commence from July 2016.    

The selection process will be stringent inviting applications from candidates having technical 

bend of mind. Applicants should have four years Bachelor’s Degree in Engineering/Technology 

in Computer Science or IT (those who are completing their Degree in the current academic year 

are also eligible) or Master’s Degree holders in Computer Science or IT or Mathematics and 

Statistics (those completing their Degree in the current academic year are also eligible). It is 

mandatory for applicants to have secured at least 60% or above in their 10th and 12th standard 

boards and in Bachelor’s and Master’s degree. Applications will be available at 

www.niituniversity.in from January 2016.  

 

 

http://www.niituniversity.in/


                                                                                                                  
About PwC 

At PwC, our purpose is to build trust in society and solve important problems. We’re a network 
of firms in 157 countries with more than 208,000 people who are committed to delivering 
quality in assurance, advisory and tax services. Find out more and tell us what matters to you by 
visiting us at www.pwc.com. 

In India, PwC has offices in these cities: Ahmedabad, Bangalore, Chennai, Delhi NCR, Hyderabad, 
Kolkata, Mumbai and Pune. For more information about PwC India's service offerings, visit 
www.pwc.com/in  

PwC refers to the PwC International network and/or one or more of its member firms, each of 
which is a separate, independent and distinct legal entity in separate lines of service. Please see 
www.pwc.com/structure for further details. 

©2015 PwC. All rights reserved 

About NU 

NU provides BTech programme (4 years) & the BTech - MTech Integrated dual degree 

programme (5 years) in Computer Science, Electronics and Communication Engineering and 

Biotechnology. The University imparts knowledge in technologies of the future through a 

cutting-edge curriculum using the core principles of providing industry-linked, technology-

based, research-driven and seamless education. The students from the University engage in 

internships at prestigious organizations. BTech students also get the opportunity of a 6-month 

work experience before they graduate. NU offers a 2-year MTech programme in Geographic 

Information Systems (GIS) and Educational Technology (ET). NU also offers a 2-year full-time 

MBA programme whose concentration areas include Marketing, Finance, HR, Digital Marketing, 

Business Analytics, Banking and Banking Technology. NU is notified by the Government of 

Rajasthan u/a 5 of 2010 and covered u/s 2(f) of UGC Act. 

 

For media queries, please contact: 

NIIT University: PwC: 

Sumana Bhattacharya/ Puja Shalini/ Manaswi 

Candour Communications 

Ph: (Cell) +91 9810597176/ 

9654850909/9953885091 

Email: sumana@candour.co.in, puja@candour.co.in, 

manaswi@candour.co.in 

 

 

Nandini Chatterjee 

Executive Director – Corporate 

Communications 

PricewaterhouseCoopers Pvt Ltd 

nandini.chatterjee@in.pwc.com 

Direct: +91 (124) 4620661 
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